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Dr. Junjiro Takakusu %4 =18 IEXRER 1§+

The Principle

of Great Compassion

Insights from the Founder, Dr. Takakusu Junjird

Specially Appointed Lecturer
Faculty of Business Administration
Faculty of Liberal Arts Education

ByeasE=ENeill

Given the unstable nature of the world’s peace, we
must encourage a return to Musashino University’s
founding spirit of “great compassion,” inspired by the
words of our founder, Dr. Takakusu Junjiro.

In From Sdkyamuni Buddbpa to Shinran Shonin, Dr.
Takakusu outlined the distinctive qualities of the
Buddha exemplified in Shinran Shonin’s teachings.
Among these is great compassion, founded on non-
violence, avoiding harm, abstinence from killing and
extending limitless concern for all. Great compassion
surpasses even maternal love in embracing all equally.

For Dr. Takakusu, the Buddha’s teachings, like
great compassion, are living principles fully realised in
the Buddha, for whom the “perfection of wisdom”
equals the “perfection of character.”

For Shinran Shonin, a paradox arises: as long as we
strive to perfect our character through our limited self-
power, we inevitably give rise to compassion on a
merely ordinary level. By relinquishing reliance on
self-power and entrusting in the Buddha’s other-power,
we accept great compassion into our hearts, expressing
gratitude through the nembutsu: Namo Amida Butsu.

Thereafter, enveloped by great compassion, we can
embody it in daily life, rooted not in individualism but

universal faith.

The Founding
Spirit
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